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development began to colour her idea of the remedy Both novels received a good deal of abuse, her theories, they said, were all wrong Perhaps they were, but her facts were right* and that was the important and unforgivable thing She referred to immediate problems in others of her books, mainly however, moral problems, as in Ruth, which roused a storm of protest, since it pleached Christian forgiveness for sins for which the Victonans thought there should be no forgiveness; she was supported, however, by Maurice, Kingsley and Florence Nightingale But her chief claim to fame, whether -justified or not, is undoubtedly Cranford, probably the only one of her books considerably read now Her other books do not lack vivacity or character-drawing, but they may excusably be found dull in long stretches Cranford, however, is, in spite of certain "humorous" lapses, delightful reading, an immense improvement on Miss Mitford's Our Village., though it has none of the genius ofjane Austen It can best be related to Grabbers poems, which Mrs Gaskell admired The prose is beautifully adapted to the personalities and the slight movement Others, however, would plead for Wives and Daughters 01 the pastoral Cousin Philhs
One has to put in the Brontes where one can, they are, both in their novels and in their poetry, rather out of the main current, Emily completely so but their name attaches itself to Mrs Gaskell, whose greatest work, it is coming to be seen, is her Life of Charlotte, attacked, when itfirst appeared, for telling too much of the truth Anne's work is the weakest, yet about Agnes Grey, the bitter record of a governess's life, there is a certain strength and dignity, while The Tenant of Wildfett Hall is easy reading, if not at all convincing Charlotte was a very considerable artist, Emily a supreme one The personages that both create are animated by the flame within; all that matters to either authoress is the inner life; they are not concerned with society or social criticism, or with generalities, they create personages spun out of their imaginations and are intent to descnbe not actions, but emotions For them the world of sense in persons or in landscape, however glorious or enthralling, was only a door opening to a more rapturous world Charlotte shows herself to have been
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